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The task used in this illustration was part of a unit called All about Me in 
a year 1–2 class. The task was based on level 1 of the health and physical 
education learning area in The New Zealand Curriculum, with a focus on 
personal identity and relationships. 

The task relates to achievement objectives for Measurement and Number 
from the mathematics and statistics learning area.    

Tall Tales
Using the questions below, encourage the students to explore various ways of 
comparing and measuring height.

1. Compare the heights of two of your friends: Who is taller? 

2. Find a way to measure the height of one of your friends: How tall is your 
friend?

The following examples of student work illustrate achievement at the  
mathematics standards for years 1 and 2.

Some features of students’ work used to make judgments in relation to the 
mathematics standards are described below. 

Tall Tales



Discussion

This task provides some of the evidence needed to show that Joe 
is achieving at early curriculum level 1 and the year 1 standard in 
Measurement. He has demonstrated that he can compare lengths directly 
(in this case, his friends’ heights). 
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Joe compared the heights of Pania and Declan. He positioned them back to back and then stood back and looked 
at what he had done. Then he tried to compare their heights by placing his forearm across the two heads. 

I’m not tall enough to do that! 
We need to put something flat 
and not bendy on top. We really 
need to find a long book.

So Pania is higher than Declan!  

The teacher noted that, during the task, Joe’s group used the words high, tall, and big interchangeably as they 
experimented with the vocabulary of measurement.

Joe then used a book to 
compare the heights.  

Joe used direct comparison to find out 
who was taller. He drew a picture to 
show this.  

New Zealand Curriculum: Level 1 Mathematics Standard: After one year at school

 In solving problems and modelling situations, students will:

Geometry and Measurement
•	 order and compare objects or events by length …  

by direct comparison … (measurement) 

Geometry and Measurement 
•	 compare the lengths … of objects directly 

Tall Tales: Who is taller?

after one year at school



Discussion

This task provides some of the evidence needed to show that Neale is 
achieving at curriculum level 1 and the year 2 standard in Measurement and 
Number. He has demonstrated that he can measure a length using suitable 
self-chosen units and that he can apply various strategies to combine 
whole numbers. His grouping and skip-counting in tens and his counting on 
from 60 suggest that he is working at the Advanced Counting stage of the 
Number Framework.
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After the students had compared 
heights within their group, they worked on 
the question: “How tall is your friend?”

 I need a straight row 
for measuring.

Neale then used interlocking cubes to 
measure Pia. He laid the cubes beside 
Pia, starting from the feet and finishing 
at the head. Then he snapped the cubes 
together to keep them in a straight row 
with no gaps. 

Now we need to count 
them. 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 
61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66.

Neale recorded his findings in a drawing.

Neale then put a counter after each group 
of 10 cubes. He counted in tens to 60 by 
touching the 6 counters. Then he counted 
on in ones to reach 66. 

Neale started by outlining Pia’s shape in 
ice-block sticks but then realised that this 
wasn’t going to work.  

New Zealand Curriculum: Level 1 Mathematics Standard: After two years at school

 In solving problems and modelling situations, students will:

Geometry and Measurement
•	 order and compare objects … by length … by direct comparison 

and/or counting whole numbers of units (measurement) 

Geometry and Measurement
•	 compare the lengths … of objects … using self-chosen units  

of measurement

Number and Algebra
•	 use a range of counting, grouping … strategies with whole 

numbers … (number strategies)
•	 know the forward … counting sequences of whole numbers to 

100 (number knowledge)

Number and Algebra
•	 apply counting-on, … skip-counting, and simple grouping 

strategies to combine or partition whole numbers

Tall Tales: How tall is your friend?

after two years at school


